
Ideas   for   Home   Learning   for   Junior   School   Students   
 

Wri�ng  
● Write   a   le�er    to   a   friend   or   family   member  
● Make   cards    for   everyone   in   the   family  
● Write   lists    for   shopping,   favourite   meals,   places   to   visit,   people   to   see/play   with,   games   to   play   etc  
● Make   le�ers/words    in   sand   (or   with   twigs/shells   etc)  
● Say   the   sound    and   get   them   to   write   it   and   vice   versa  
● Make   signs    for   around   the   house   –   “Alice’s   Room,   do   not   enter”,   Cats   Dish,   Please   take   off   your  

shoes   .   .   .   .   etc  
● Draw   pictures    for   family   and   write   a   story   about   it  
● Treasure   hunts   (see   reading   ideas)  
● Keep   a   diary    about   the   �me   at   home   –   write   it   together  
● Play   word   games    like   Boggle,   Hangman,   or   Junior   Scrabble  
● Use   lower   case   le�ers   and   not   block   capitals   when   wri�ng   for,   or   with,   your   child   and   reinforce  

correct   pencil   grip   (correct   pencil   grip   a�ached)  
 
Help   them   to   ‘stretch   out’   words   and   hear   sounds   in   the   word.   Help   them   to   find   the   sound   on   an   alphabet  
card   and   correctly   write   it   down.   Encourage   them   to   read   their   wri�ng   back   to   you,   the   cat,   Nana   etc   once  
they   have   finished   their   work.    
 

 



 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Reading  

● Encourage   them   to   read   independently   –   use   the   same   strategies   we   have   been   prac�cing   in   class  
(strategy   bookmark   a�ached)  

● Read   them   lots   of   stories   –   especially   favourite   ones   they   know   off   by   heart!  
● Apply   a   range   of   comprehension   strategies   by   discussing   books   before,   during   and   a�er   reading  
● Choose   a   chapter   book   and   read   some   each   night  
● Word   hunts   –   look   for   words   they   know   in   magazines,   newspapers,   books,   circulars   and   signs  
● Make   a   simple   treasure   hunt   with   word/picture   clues   e.g.   Look   in   the   le�erbox  
● Play   snap,   go   fish   or   memory   with   le�er   cards,   blends,   and   sight   words  
● Take   �me   out   to   read   yourself,   show   them   that   you   enjoy   relaxing   with   a   good   book   and   feel   good  

about   being   a   posi�ve   role   model  
● Make   reading   a   special   �me   to   be   enjoyed  

 
 

 
 



 
 

 



 
Phonics   and   Rhyme  

● Sing   the   Jolly   Phonics   songs,   these   can   be   found   on   you   tube   
● Play   “I   spy”   using   le�er   sounds   e.g.   “I   spy   with   my   li�le   eye   something   beginning   with   the   ‘p’  

sound”.   Add   blends   as   well   e.g.   tr,   pl,   fr,   fl,   bl,   etc  
● Play   games   finding   or   saying   words   that   start   the   same,   end   the   same   etc  
● Play   around   with   sounds   and   rhymes   and   make   up   new   or   funny   words  
● www.starfall.com    is   a   great   website   for   phonics   

 

          

           



         
 

 
 

See    h�ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Qpn2839Kro    for   the   songs.  
 
 



 
Mathema�cs/Numeracy  

Early   maths   is   focused   on   discussion   so   talk   about   .   .   .   
● Helpful   maths   like   se�ng   the   table,   sharing   out   carrot   s�cks,   lollies,   raisins   etc  
● Coun�ng   money,   es�mate   change  
● Fair   sharing   out   equal   amounts   of   toys   into   groups  
● Make   groups   and   talk   about   what   1   more   would   be,   2   more,   1   less   etc  
● Paying   for   things   at   shops  
● Helping   with   baking,   measuring   etc   
● Maths   outdoors   –   wri�ng/recognising   numerals   in   the   sand,   coun�ng/sor�ng   shells,   leaves,   pebbles  
● In   the   car   –   coun�ng   cars   by   colour,   type   etc,   read   speed   sign   numbers,   count   towns   passed,   say  

before/a�er/in-between   numbers   seen  
● Games   –   board   games   e.g.   snakes   and   ladders,   bingo,   dice   games,   etc  
● Card   games   e.g.   Uno,   Fish,   pairs,   memory,   solitaire,   or   just   put   in   numerical   order  
● Play   games   that   encourage   thinking   and   guessing   –   What   am   I?,   Charades,   Pic�onary  
● Complete   jigsaw   puzzles  

 
 

 





 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
50   Ways   to   play   and   learn   at   home  

1.  Build   a   fort   or   den   out   of   sheets   and   towels  
2.  Do   some   baking   together  
3.  Cut   vegetables   to   make   soup  
4.  Make   play   dough  
5.  Draw   a   picture   or   make   a   card   to   post   to   a   family   member  
6.  Blow   bubbles   –   you   can   make   your   own   with   dish   liquid   and   water  
7.  Write   with   chalk   outside  
8.  Experiment   with   water   –   use   empty   bo�les   of   different   sizes   and   a   basin   of   water  
9.  Set   up   a   play   grocery   shop   with   household   items  
10.      Perfume   making   –   old   bo�les,   water,   herbs,   flowers  
11.      Make   an   obstacle   course   inside   or   outside  
12.      Bubble   art  
13.      Blow   pain�ng   with   straws  
14.      Finger   pain�ng  
15.      Free   play   junk   art  
16.      Cu�ng   prac�ce  
17.      Dressing   up   box   fashion   show  
18.      Make   your   own   musical   instruments  
19.      Set   up   a   mud   kitchen   with   some   old   pots   and   pans  
20.      Gardening,   sweeping,   weeding  
21.      Paint   an   outside   wall   with   water  
22.      Make   finger   puppets  
23.      Cut   up   straws   and   string   them   onto   wool   to   make   jewellery  
24.      Cut   up   large   pictures   from   magazines   to   make   jigsaws  
25.      Make   a   collage   of   pictures   or   natural   things   like   leaves,   flowers  
26.      Have   a   treasure   hunt   around   the   house  
27.      Play   ‘I   spy’  
28.      Make   pirate   treasure   maps  
29.      Secret   message   pain�ng   –   draw   a   picture   with   a   white   crayon   then   paint   over   it   to   reveal  

message  
30.      Use   torches   in   dark   spaces  
31.      Play   musical   statues  
32.      Wrap   up   empty   boxes  
33.      Play   ‘Simon   Says’  
34.      Help   to   wash   the   car  
35.      Make   a   book  
36.      Loose   parts   art   (bu�ons,   bo�le   tops,   lids,   stones)   to   create   a   picture  
37.      Po�on   making   –   food   colouring,   water,   empty   bo�les  
38.      Shadow   puppets  
39.      Bug   bingo   mini   beast   hunt  
40.      Bird   watch  
41.      Bark   rubbing   or   brick   rubbing   (any   textured   surface)  
42.      Rock   pain�ng  
43.      Sock   puppets  
44.      Make   a   bird   feeder  
45.      Make   a   fish   tank   out   of   a   cereal   box  
46.      Set   up   a   tea   party   for   your   toys  
47.      Indoor   ski�les   using   old   tubes   and   a   so�   ball  
48.      Paper   plate   face   masks  
49.      Yoghurt   pot   telephones  
50.      Make   a   robot   out   of   recycled   boxes  

 



Useful   Websites   for   Parents  
 

Link  What’s   it   for?  

www.twinkl.co.uk/offer  Go   to    www.twinkl.co.uk/offer    and   enter   the   code  
NZLTWINKLHELPS  
 

https://nz.ixl.com/  IXL   is   an   immersive   learning   experience   that  
provides   comprehensive,   curriculum-aligned   maths  
and   English   content   for   kindergarten   to   year   13.  

https://www.storylineonline.net/  Online   books   for   watching   and   listening   

Counting   Songs  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8hD26XpuUCc  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e0dJWfQHF8Y  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D0Ajq682yrA  

practice   counting   up   and   back  

Tutira   Mai  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HdNbBgGoRvs  

 

E   toru   nga   mea  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jwr5UEIaRo4  

 

Tena   koe  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Yyoztp-zWc  

 

https://app.gonoodle.com/  Lots   of   active   movement   videos   and   songs  

Subitising  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PSlA-u_ABmU  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ib5Gf3GIzAg  

songs   to   support   instant   recognition   of   patterns   of  
numbers  

Bad   hair   day  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P-cuhv3DJKE  

 

Fish   n   chips  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_5GJJA8absA  

 

Reading   eggs  
https://readingeggs.co.nz/  

30   day   free   trial  

NZ   Maths  
https://nzmaths.co.nz/families-and-wh-nau  

maths   website   full   of   ideas   for   supporting   maths   at  
home  

Seesaw  Children   will   need   their   personal   codes  

Sunshine   online  Login   Boulcott1   
Password   boulcott1  

 
 

 

 



 

 


