
Kia ora  Boulcott whānau,

I hope this finds you all doing okay and safe in your bubbles on
Day 8 of Lockdown 2.0! What a roller coaster of a week it has
been. It is hard to believe we are once again back at home and
operating our distance learning programmes again after getting
back to relative ‘normal’ for the majority of the year. Thanks to
everyone who responded so well to the swift change to lockdown
life and getting familiar with online learning platforms again. A
special thanks to our teachers who have also adapted so quickly
back to online teaching. I am sure you can all appreciate how
challenging it is to video yourself explaining tasks, reading
stories and hosting class meetings online!

It is wonderful to see the high levels of engagement by our
tamariki on Seesaw and Google Classroom. The Boulcott staff
have been incredibly impressed with the learning you are
sharing with us online. We are all really enjoying staying
connected with you as we navigate Level 4 learning. A couple of
reminders for you:

● If your child/ren are in Harakeke or Kōwhai and using
Seesaw, you would have received a Home Learning Code from
your classroom teacher. If you haven’t activated this yet, you’ll
need to contact the classroom teacher again, so they can
allocate you another, as the codes are only valid for 24 hours.

● If your child/ren are in Kōwhai or Kahikatea and you
would like a school chromebook for your child to access their
learning online, please complete the survey here and we can
endeavour to drop a device to you.

● Remember all the tasks that have been rolled out online
are completely optional. It is up to you and your child to decide
how much to complete. This situation is most unusual and we
are not expecting you to recreate the classroom environment at
home. If it is too much of a struggle to engage in learning at
home, don’t force it.

Although we understand many whānau will be managing well
without the need of accessing online learning, we are really
keen to ensure everyone is doing okay in their bubbles.
Classroom teachers are monitoring the levels of engagements
online and will be reaching out to families that they haven’t
heard from. This is simply to check how you are all doing in your
bubbles and if there is anything the school can do to support
you. We are all in this together, even if we are operating in our
seperate little bubbles! He waka eke noa!

https://forms.gle/cFizReFw9XkRXaxz5


Below are a couple of resources I fished out from last
year as we moved into Distance Learning. They might
be useful to help structure your day at home.

It is good to hear that teaching and learning
opportunities on TV start this week with the return of
Home Learning | Papa Kāinga TV.

There are details of the coming week’s lessons on the
Learning from Home website so everyone (teachers,
parents and learners) can plan ahead.

For the first two weeks there’ll be a mix of brand-new
content and some more familiar favourites, such as
Karen welcoming you back to Karen’s House.

It is hard to predict what the next couple of weeks are
going to look like for all of us, but the Senior Leadership
Team is already planning ahead and preparing for what
Level 3 may look like at Boulcott School. Again, this is a
space we have been in before. There are likely to be
some changes to guidelines from the Ministry of
Education and Health this time around, but we will be
able to use our systems from last year as a starting
point. As always, we’ll communicate with you promptly
once we have any change to Alert levels.

I understand there is a bit of chatter amongst the
Boulcott community that there hasn’t been an update
from Gus the dog during this lockdown.... rest assured, I
have instructed Gus to provide an update tomorrow
which will include a special announcement about
something FUN to do this Friday while you are in your
bubbles. He is currently working on this now while I type
this newsletter!

The Ministry of Education has updated the COVID-19
and wellbeing page on our website. It includes
information that will be helpful for you and the wellbeing
of children and young people learning from home and
their whānau.

Children and young people will again look to adults for
guidance on how to react to stressful events. If parents
or teachers seem overly worried, children and young
peoples’ anxiety may rise.

Parents and teachers can reassure children and young
people that everyone is working together, from the
Prime Minister down, to help people throughout the
country stay healthy and to limit the spread of this virus.

Whakawhānaungātanga: take the time to connect and listen to ensure genuine and authentic engagement with
those around you.

In addition to the information above, there are other places to get help.

Helplines that are available 24 hours a day, seven days a week:

● Mental Health Crisis: 0800 800 717
● Lifeline for counselling and support: 0800 543 354 or 0800 LIFELINE

https://govt.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f59fcd18a691d315b5a045cb&id=c6df8e11e8&e=3afeb0d8e9
https://govt.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f59fcd18a691d315b5a045cb&id=5e7c37795a&e=3afeb0d8e9
https://govt.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f59fcd18a691d315b5a045cb&id=5e7c37795a&e=3afeb0d8e9


● Samaritans for confidential support for anyone who is lonely or in emotional distress: 0800 726 666
● Depression Helpline to talk to a trained counsellor about how you are feeling or to ask any questions:

0800 111 757 or free text 4206
● Healthline for advice from trained registered nurses: 0800 611 116
● Suicide Prevention Helpline: 0508 828 865
● Counselling Free Call or Text 1737.

Also available:

● Family Services 211 Helpline for help finding and direct transfer to community-based health and social
support services in your area: 0800 211 211

● Family Services Directory online
● Unite Against COVID-19: Family and sexual violence prevention for help and support if you’re experiencing

family violence or sexual violence.

WELCOME TO NEW STUDENTS
We welcome the following students and their families to Boulcott School. It is wonderful to have you join us at
Boulcott:
Year 0: Anja,Tatum
Year 1: Saavi

CALENDAR ART - Message from Home and School
Given the current situation, the cut off date for Calendar Art orders will be extended. You can still order and
make payment to the Home and School account (12-3478-0056621-00) during the lockdown. Please email
homeschool@boulcott.school.nz with your order info - child's name, room number and what you have
ordered. Order forms can then be sent to school once the lockdown is lifted.

ENROLMENTS FOR 2022
If you have a child starting at Boulcott School in 2022, you can go onto our website www.boulcott.school.nz
and complete an enrolment form. These can be found by clicking on the ‘Information Tab’ and going to
‘enrolling at Boulcott School’. You will find our enrolment form, administration form and a ballot form if you
live out of our school zone. Our ballot for out of zone students takes place on Friday, 29 October for
students starting in Term 1 & 2 of 2022.

Please note that under Level 4 the office staff are working from home and are available to answer
any emails or queries.

Nga mihi nui
Stu Devenport
Principal

https://govt.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f59fcd18a691d315b5a045cb&id=0c09a1eda6&e=3afeb0d8e9
https://govt.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2f59fcd18a691d315b5a045cb&id=dbc158b950&e=3afeb0d8e9
http://www.boulcott.school.nz


Important Dates

Date Event
Fri, 3 Sept Onesie Day, Central Zone swimming, Assembly 9:10am

Mon, 6 Sept BOT meeting (7pm staffroom)

Fri, 10 Sept Jump Off

Tues, 14 Sept ArtSplash

Wed, 15 Sept Pizza Lunch, Community Hui with Murray Gadd 7-8:30pm

Thurs, 16 Sept Science Roadshow

Thurs, 23 Sept World of Waste tour (30 students)

Fri, 24 Sept InterZone swimming

Mon 27 Sept Book Week

Wed, 29 Sept Celebration of Learning Evening

Fri, 1 Oct Assembly 9:10am




